Standing in the Gap with Scripture

Using the Word of God to Fight for Your Prodigal
Mary Kassian

Ten ways you can use Scripture to help you pray boldly
for the spiritual awakening and restoration of the one you love.

1. Personalize Scripture Promises with Prodigal’s Name

. Ezekiel 36:26: “I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you.”

— lord, give a new heart to and create a new spirit within her.
« Jeremiah 29:11: “For | know the plans | have for you . . . plans . . . to give you a future and
hope.”

« Philippians 1:6: He who began a good work in you will bring it to completion.
« John 10:28: “I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish.”

« Psalm 139:7-10: Where shall | go from your Spirit2

o Isaiah 49:15-16: “I have engraved you on the palms of my hands.”

« Psalm 23:3: He restores my soul. He leads me in paths of righteousness.

o Isaiah 54:13: “All your children shall be taught by the LORD.”

- Deuteronomy 31:6: “He will never leave you nor forsake you.”

« Romans 8:38-39: Nothing in all creation will be able to separate us from the love of God.

2. Turn Scripture Parables and Stories into Prayers

« Mark 5:19—Demonized Man: “Go home to your friends and fell them how much the Lord
has done for you.”
— Just as You delivered the man from the legion of demons, Lord, set [prodigal’s name]

free from the strongholds that bind them and turn their life into a testimony of Your grace.

« John 20:27 —Thomas’ Doubt: “See my hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my

side.”

— Just as You met Thomas in his doubt and invited him to believe, Lord, meet

[prodigal’s name] in their skepticism or disbelief and awaken faith in their heart.
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« John 21:15-17—Peter’s Restoration: “Feed my lambs. . . . Do you love me2”

— Just as You restored Peter after his failure, Lord, restore [prodigal’s name] from mistakes,

guilt, or sin, and set them back on the path of obedience to You.

(Luke 15:4—Lost Sheep; Luke 15:8-10—Lost Coin; Acts 9:3-4—Saul’s Conversion; Jonah 2:2—
Jonah; John 4:28-29 —Woman at the Well; Luke 19:5-6 —Zacchaeus; efc.)

3. Appeal to the Names and Character of God

« Elohim—God, Mighty Creator (Genesis 1:1)

« El Elyon—God Most High (Genesis 14:18-20)

« El Shaddai—God Almighty, All-Sufficient One (Genesis 17:1)
« El Olam—Everlasting God (Genesis 21:33)

+ El Roi—The God Who Sees Me (Genesis 16:13)

« Yahweh (Jehovah)—| AM, the Self-Existent One (Exodus 3:14)
+ Yahweh Jireh—The Lord Will Provide (Genesis 22:14)

« Yahweh Rapha—The Lord Who Heals (Exodus 15:26)

« Yahweh Nissi—The Lord My Banner (Exodus 17:15)

« Yahweh Shalom—The Lord is Peace (Judges 6:24)

« Yahweh Tsidkenu—The Lord Our Righteousness (Jeremiah 23:6)
« Yahweh Shammah—The Lord Is There (Ezekiel 48:35)

« Yahweh Sabaoth—The Lord of Hosts/Armies (1 Samuel 1:3)

« Adonai—Lord, Master (Genesis 15:2)

« Abba, Father—Daddy, Papa, Intimate Father (Romans 8:15; Galatians 4:6)
« Emmanuel —God with Us (Matthew 1:23)

+ Jesus (Yeshua)—The Lord Saves (Matthew 1:21)

+ Lamb of God (John 1:29)

« Good Shepherd (John 10:11)

« Light of the World (John 8:12)

« Bread of Life (John 6:35)

« The Way, The Truth, The Life (John 14:6)

« Prince of Peace (Isaiah 9:6)

« King of Kings, Lord of Lords (Revelation 19:16)
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« Comforter/Advocate/Counselor (John 14:26)

« Spirit of Truth (John 16:13)

« Spirit of Life (Romans 8:2)

. Spirit of Grace (Hebrews 10:29)

« Spirit of Glory (1 Peter 4:14)

« Holy Spirit—Set Apart, Sanctifying Spirit (Luke 11:13)

— lord, you are Yahweh Rapha, the Lord who heals. Please heal [prodigal’s namel].

« Self-Existence (aseity) —God has life in Himself; He depends on no one (Exodus 3:14; John
5:26).

« Eternal—God has no beginning or end (Psalm 90:2; Revelation 1:8).

« Immutable—God never changes in His nature, purposes, or promises (Malachi 3:6; James
1:17).

« Omnipotent—God is all-powerful; nothing is impossible for Him (Jeremiah 32:17; Matthew
19:26).

« Omniscient—God knows everything perfectly (Psalm 147:5; Hebrews 4:13).

« Omnipresent—God is everywhere at all times (Psalm 139:7-10; Jeremiah 23:23-24).

« Infinite—God is without limits (1 Kings 8:27; Isaiah 40:28).

« Sovereign—God rules over all creation with authority (Psalm 115:3; Daniel 4:35).

« Love—God is love, perfectly giving Himself for others (1 John 4:8; John 3:16).

« Goodness—Everything God does is good (Psalm 34:8; Nahum 1:7).

+ Mercy—God does not give us what we deserve (Ephesians 2:4-5; Titus 3:5).

« Grace—God gives freely what we don’t deserve (2 Corinthians 12:9; Ephesians 2:8).

« Patience/Long-suffering—God is slow to anger (2 Peter 3:9; Exodus 34:6).

« Faithfulness—God always keeps His word (Deuteronomy 7:9; 2 Timothy 2:13).

« Wisdom—God's decisions and actions are always perfect (Romans 11:33; Proverbs 3:19).

« Holiness—God is pure, set apart, and without sin (Isaiah 6:3; 1 Peter 1:16).

« Justice/Righteousness—God always does what is right (Deuteronomy 32:4; Psalm 89:14).

« Truthfulness—God is the God of truth; He cannot lie (John 14:6; Numbers 23:19).

« Compassion—God feels and acts with tender care (Psalm 103:13; Lamentations 3:22-23).

REVIVEOURHEARTS .COM



STANDING IN THE GAP WITH SCRIPTURE Mary Kassian

« Fatherhood—He relates to His children with love and care (Matthew 6:9; Psalm
103:13).

« Jealousy—God passionately desires His people’s devotion (Exodus 34:14;
Deuteronomy 4:24).

« Forgiving—God forgives repentant sinners (1 John 1:9; Micah 7:18-19).

« Peace—God Himself is our peace (Judges 6:24; Philippians 4:9).

— lord, you are faithful (2 Timothy 2:13). Even when [prodigal’s name] is faithless,

remain faithful to pursue them.

4. Pray for Conviction of Sin and Repentance

« John 16:8: “When he [the Spirit] comes, he will convict the world concerning sin and
righteousness and judgment.”
— “Holy Spirit, convict [prodigal’s name] of their sin and need for Your righteousness.”

o Acts 3:19: “Repent therefore, and turn back, that your sins may be blotted out.”

« Romans 2:4: God’s kindness is meant to lead you to repentance.

« 2 Timothy 2:25-26: God may perhaps grant them repentance leading to a knowledge of the
truth, and they may come to their senses and escape from the snare of the devil.

o Ezekiel 36:26: “I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit | will put within you.”

« Psalm 51:17: A broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.

« 1 John 1:9: If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse
us from all unrighteousness.

« Proverbs 28:13: Whoever conceals his transgressions will not prosper, but he who confesses
and forsakes them will obtain mercy.

« Psalm 139:23-24: Search me, O God, and know my heart! . . . See if there be any grievous
way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting!

« 2 Chronicles 7:14: “If my people who are called by my name humble themselves, and pray
and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then | will hear from heaven and will
forgive their sin and heal their land.”

« Isaiah 55:7: “Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts; let him
return to the LORD, that he may have compassion on him, and to our God, for he will

abundantly pardon.”
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5.

Pray for Protection Against the Enemy

2 Thessalonians 3:3: “The Lord is faithful; He will strengthen you and guard you against the

evil one.”
— Lord, strengthen [prodigal’s name] and guard them from every attack of the enemy.

2 Corinthians 10:4-5: The weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh but have divine power
to destroy strongholds. We destroy arguments and every lofty opinion raised against the
knowledge of God, and take every thought captive to obey Christ.

2 Corinthians 4:4: The god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers.

John 10:10: “The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. | have come that they may
have life and have it abundantly.”

Ephesians 6:11: Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the
schemes of the devil.

James 4:7: Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.

1 Peter 5:8-9: Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a
roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. Resist him, firm in your faith.

Psalm 91:11: For he will command his angels concerning you to guard you in all your ways.
1 John 4:4: He who is in you is greater than he who is in the world.

Romans 16:20: The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet.

. Pray for Godly Influence in the Prodigal’s Life

Galatians 5:7-8: You were running well. Who hindered you from obeying the truth? This

persuasion is not from him who calls you.

— Remove the voices that hinder [prodigal’s name] from obeying the truth.

Proverbs 13:20: Whoever walks with the wise becomes wise, but the companion of fools
will suffer harm.

Matthew 9:38: “Pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his
harvest.”

1 Corinthians 15:33: Do not be deceived: “Bad company ruins good morals.”

Proverbs 1:10, 15: My son, if sinners entice you, do not consent. . . . do not walk in the

way with them.
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« Psalm 1:1: Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, nor stands in the
way of sinners, nor sits in the seat of scoffers.

« Proverbs 22:24-25: Make no friendship with a man given to anger . . . lest you learn his
ways and entangle yourself in a snare.

« Ecclesiastes 4:9-10: Two are better than one . . . For if they fall, one will lift up his fellow.

« Hebrews 10:24-25: Let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not
neglecting to meet together.

« Colossians 3:16: Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one

another in all wisdom.

7. Pray Scriptures of Renewal and Restoration
« Psalm 51:10: Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.
— lord, create a clean heart and renew a right spirit in [prodigal’s namel].

. Ezekiel 36:26: “I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit | will put within you. And |
will remove the heart of stone.”

o Joel 2:25: “I will restore to you the years that the swarming locust has eaten.”

« Isaiah 61:3: to give them a crown of beauty instead of ashes, festive oil instead of
mourning.

« 2 Corinthians 5:17: If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away;
behold, the new has come.

« Hosea 14:4: | will heal their apostasy; | will love them freely.

« Psalm 23:3: He restores my soul. He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name’s
sake.

« Jeremiah 30:17: “l will restore health to you, and your wounds | will heal, declares the
LORD.”

« Lamentations 5:21: Restore us to yourself, O LORD, that we may be restored!

« Isaiah 57:18-19: “I have seen his ways, but | will heal him . . . creating the fruit of the lips.

Peace, peace, to the far and to the near”
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8.

Offer Prayers of Thanksgiving and Faith

Philippians 4:6: Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and

supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.
— lLord, | lift up [prodigal’s name] in prayer with thanksgiving, trusting You are at work.

Psalm 100:4: Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise! Give thanks to
him; bless his name!

1 Thessalonians 5:18: Give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ
Jesus for you.

Psalm 107:1: Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, for his steadfast love endures
forever!

Colossians 3:17: Whatever you do . . . do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving
thanks to God the Father through him.

Psalm 118:1: Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; for his steadfast love endures
forever!

Ephesians 5:20: Giving thanks always and for everything to God the Father in the name of
our Lord Jesus Christ.

Psalm 136:1: Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, for his steadfast love endures
forever.

2 Corinthians 9:15: Thanks be to God for his inexpressible gift!

Psalm 95:2: Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving; let us make a joyful noise to

him with songs of praise!

. Claim the Power/Promises of Intercession

Jeremiah 33:3: “Call to me and | will answer you, and will tell you great and hidden things
that you have not known.”

— lord, I call to You for [prodigal’s name]; answer and do what only You can do.
Isaiah 65:24: “Before they call | will answer; while they are yet speaking | will hear.”
1 John 5:14-15: If we ask anything according to his will, he hears us. And if we know that he
hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have the requests that we have asked of him.
James 5:16: The prayer of a righteous person has great power as it is working.

— Lord, let my spoken prayer for [prodigal’s name] be powerful and effective.
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Psalm 34:17: When the righteous cry for help, the LORD hears and delivers them out of alll
their troubles.

Mark 11:24: “Therefore | tell you, whatever you ask in prayer, believe that you have received
it, and it will be yours.”

John 14:13-14: “Whatever you ask in my name, this | will do, that the Father may be
glorified in the Son.”

Matthew 7:7-8: “Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will
be opened to you.”

Psalm 145:18-19: The LORD is near to all who call on him, to all who call on him in truth.
He fulfills the desire of those who fear him; he also hears their cry and saves them.
Jeremiah 29:12-13: “Then you will call upon me and come and pray to me, and | will hear

you. You will seek me and find me, when you seek me with all your heart.”

10. Combine Prayer and Fasting

Joel 2:12-13: “Return to me with all your heart, with fasting, with weeping, and with
mourning.”

Ezra 8:23: So we fasted and implored our God for this, and He answered our prayer.
Nehemiah 1:4: | sat down and wept, and mourned for many days; | was fasting and
praying before the God of heaven.

Daniel 9:3-4: | set my face toward the Lord God to make request by prayer and
supplications, with fasting.

Esther 4:16: “Go, gather all the Jews who are found in Susa, and fast for me; do not eat
or drink for three days.”

Psalm 35:13: | humbled my soul with fasting; and my prayer would return to my own
heart.

Matthew 6:17-18: “When you fast, anoint your head and wash your face, that your
fasting may not be seen by others but by your Father.”

Other Suggestions:

. Prayer Journal
. Engage others to pray for the prodigal.
. Pray with others for the prodigal.
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